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The Pebble

Sunday August 2,2026  Ordinary 18

Collect
Eternal God, light of the minds that know
you, joy of the hearts that love you,
strength the wills that serve you, grant us
so to know you that we may truly love
you and so to love you that we may gladly
serve you, now and always. Amen.

WELCOME

everyone sharing in worship with us today
and all those who read the Pebble on-line.

The Liturgy for Today.
8.00 am Holy Eucharist (1662)
10.30 am Solemn Sung Eucharist
5.00pm Evensong and Benediction followed by
supper

HYMNS FOR TODAY

234 Christ, whose glory fills the skies

We sing the three-fold Alleluia at the Gospel

345 Christ is the King! O friends, rejoice

419 O Holy Spirit, Lord of grace

364 God is Love: let heav'n adore him. (Tune: 408)

READINGS FOR TODAY:

Isaiah 55:1-3

Psalm 145 Response: You open your hand to feed
us, Lord; you answer all our
needs.

Romans 8:35, 37-39
Matthew 14:13-210

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY

(Transfiguration of the lord)

Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14

Psalm 97 Response: The Lord is king, the most high
over all the earth.

2 Peter 1.16-19
Matthew 17.1-9
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=Romans%208:35,%2037-39;&version=9;&interface=print
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=Daniel%207.9-10,%2013-14;&version=9;&interface=print
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=Psalm%2097;&version=9;&interface=print
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=2%20Peter%201.16-19;&version=9;&interface=print
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?search=Matthew%2017.1-9;&version=9;&interface=print

PARISH NEWS

Healing Ministry During communion at the 10.30
am Solemn Sung Eucharist Fr Kit will be available in
the Lady Chapel to pray with you on any issue
which is concerning you.

Safeguarding Training: The Diocesan Basic
Awareness training is on the 11t August, 6pm
(supper at 5:15pm) at St. Peter’s, Caversham. This is
required for all providing ministry, vestry and trust
members. All are welcome.

Worship this week:

Thursday: 10 am Holy Eucharist (Parish hall)

The Rock. The latest edition of the parish magazine
is available at the back of the church and in the Link.
Pastoral care. If you would like a pastoral visit for
any reason, please contact Fr. John.

Baptism and Confirmation If you would like to be
baptised or confirmed please speak with Fr. John.
Classes for people of any age can be arranged at any
time of year, please ask.

Confession by appointment with Fr. John.

Pray for the Sick and Infirm in the Parish and
Beyond Kurt, Rosemary Brown, Paul Hill and Jill
Hodges.

Pray for those whose memorials occur at this time
Leah Palmer, Dorothy Lanham, Robert Stephen,

Jan McPhee and Cecil Palmer.

Please remember the foodbanks we support, when
you are shopping. Why not buy an extra grocery
item to place in the baskets at the back of church.
The need is very real.

Dear friends,

Some days simply feel long. We all know what it is to
carry grief, exhaustion, or the weight of daily life. In
this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus knows that feeling too.
Having just heard of the murder of his cousin, John the
Baptist, he withdraws to grieve. Before we witness the
miracle of the feeding of the five thousand, we first
encounter the deeply human Jesus, a Saviour who
shares our sorrow as well as our joy.

From this place of grief, Jesus takes ordinary
bread, blesses it, breaks it, and shares it. These are the
same actions we see at every Eucharist. The miracle
points us beyond physical hunger to the heavenly
banquet, where Christ continues to feed his people
with the Bread of Life.

The same pattern is true for us. God takes
ordinary people, blesses us with his Spirit, and sends
us into the world to share his love. Having received
Christ's abundant grace, we are commissioned to "go in
peace to love and serve the Lord."

The twelve baskets left over remind us that God's
generosity is never exhausted. Even on our longest
days, Christ provides more than enough. Fed by the
Bread of Heaven, may we become bread for others,
sharing God's welcome, hope, and love with all whom
we meet.

Yours in Christ, Fr John
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